
The halliard (.008 tan rigging line) will be secured
to the double block of the sling and reeved
through the double block on the center of the
yard.   It would be best to strop the halliard to the
double block of the sling before you place the
sling on the model.  This would be very difficult
(as you can imagine) if the sling was already in
position.  As you can see, there is quite a maze
of running and standing rigging at this point in the
project.  The running end of the halliard was then
taken down to the deck where it passed through
the whip block we placed in front of the mast.
From here it was belayed to a mast cleat and fin-
ished off with a rope coil.  The halliard and slings
were fashioned the same way on both the fore
and main masts.   See the photo above.

- Top Sail Sheets -  The topsail sheets were
rigged with .008 tan rigging line.  A double knot
was formed on the end of the line and drop of
super glue was added.  The sheet was passed
through the single block on each end the yard.
See figure 32 of the kit-supplied instructions.
Then it was run through the single blocks we
placed inboard on the yard and taken down to
the deck.  Their loose ends were also belayed to
the mast cleats and finished off with some rope
coils.  The top sail sheets were rigged identically
for the lower yards of the main and fore masts.

- Lifts – A generous length of .008 tan rigging line
was used for the lifts.  I secured the end of the
line to the single blocks located on the mast
caps.  From here they were run through the
remaining single blocks on the ends of each yard
(above the top sail sheets).  The running end
was brought back up to the originating single
blocks on the cap so they could be taken down
to the deck.  The lifts were belayed to any mast
cleats not yet occupied.   On the fore mast I
decided to belay the running ends to the bitts
instead.  I thought that the model would look
more interesting this way. 

- Braces for the Lower Yards -  These were
rigged the same way as the braces for the top
sail yards.  Single blocks were seized to the
shrouds just below those used for the top sail
yard braces.  The running ends were belayed to
the shroud cleats specified on the plans and 
finished off with some rope coils.

Vangs and Back Stays…

Now that most of the rigging has been completed
I felt it was a good time to finally complete the
vangs and back stays.  The vangs were only
added to the fore gaff.  As mentioned in the kit-
supplied instructions, they most likely were not
used on the main gaff.  The vangs were rigged

Detail of 
sling and
halliard
(jeers) 
on the
main mast

Vangs on the Fore Gaff

(.008) tackle

belay to cleat

2.5 mm (S)
block 

2.5 mm (S)
block hooked

into an eye
bolt on deck



using .018 black rigging.  A 2.5mm single block
was seized to one end of that line.  The block is
used for a tackle.  The other end of the tackle
also uses a single block of the same size.  It is
fitted with a hook and made from 28 gauge black
wire.  It was hooked into an eye bolt on deck as
shown in the photo on the previous page.  Check
the belaying plan for the exact locations on deck.
There are two vangs,   one on each side of the
gaff (port and starboard).  They are seized to the
tip of the gaff and brought down so the single
block is about 2” off the deck.  I was very careful
to make certain the blocks for both vangs were
lined up across from one another.    The tackles
were set up (.008 tan rigging) and belayed to a
cleat as shown in that same photo.  They were
finished off with a rope coil. 

The back stays were handled the same way as
the vangs.  They were set up with a tackle
hooked to an eye bolt on deck.  The running
ends of these tackles are also belayed to cleats
located on deck.  The same sized rigging lines
were used.  Check the belaying plan for the loca-
tions of the cleats and eye bolts.  The only differ-
ence here is that each backstay (port and star-
board) was seized to the topmast.  See the photo
provided showing the running back stays for the
main and fore masts.  I must note that according
to the plans the back stays for the main mast
were belayed to the quarter deck railing.  I am
not convinced that this was the method used to
secure them.  I decided to add some cleats on
deck like the other stays instead.
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