
post.  These were cut to length with scissors
because the copper wasn’t very thick.  Glue the
rudder assembly to the hull being careful to prop-
erly line up the three gudgeons.  Keep them
evenly spaced and angled and don’t use too
much glue.   Paint the gudgeons white and touch
up the pintles to finish this step. The simulated
nails were also added to the gudgeons before
they were painted.

Deck Planking... 

It is time to turn our attention to the deck plank-
ing.  The decks will be planked with basswood.
The strips are 1/16” thick by 1/8” wide.  The
planks would have been 8” wide on the full-sized
ship.  This was the typical width for deck plank-
ing during the mid 18th century.  The pre-scribed
planking sheet that comes with the kit is not the
correct scale.  Each plank would be only 3 to 4
inches wide on the actual ship.  That is why we
are not going to use it.  Planking the deck with
individual strips will look better and the treenail-
ing will be a lot easier.

The face planks and edge planks should be
placed on the model before we start planking the
decks.  The face planks were added first.  They
were positioned on the face of each deck break.
See the photo above which shows the face plank
at the stern.  You will need to apply some 
pressure to the ends of this plank so it will 

conform to the camber of the deck.  These planks
are also 1/16” thick.  

After the face plank was glued into place the
edge plank was positioned on top of it.  The plank
should hang over the edge a little bit.  The edge
of the plank that hangs over the deck should be
rounded off with some sandpaper.  

The deck can now be planked as shown in the
photo above (right).  Notice how the rudder hole
was defined by cutting the planks at an angle.
The best way to plank each deck is to start at the
center line.  Place a strip on both sides of it.  You
can see this line in the same photos.  Work
towards the bulwarks from the center line.   You
could also run a pencil down the side of each
plank before you glue it into position.  The dark-
ened edge simulates the caulking that was placed
between the planks on the real ship.  I opted not
to do this because I prefer a less uniform appear-
ance.  You should experiment with different ways
to show the caulked seams.   Some folks like to
use a black sharpie marker on one side of each
plank.  The results are a little dark for my tastes.

The position for all of the hatches were drawn
onto the deck for reference.  The measurements
for the hatches were taken from the plans.  They
were drawn to the outside edge of the coamings.

The deck was stained the same color as the hull
planking.  It was treenailed (trunnels) using the

Face plank stained

Edge plank stained



Face planks painted red

Edge plank stained

same technique we used for the hull planking.
Holes were drilled and filled afterwards with
some Elmer’s wood filler.  Sand it smooth and
apply your stain.  When the aft deck is finished
continue working your way towards the bow.
The quarter deck was planked the same way
.
This deck has two hatch coamings and is much
larger.  There are some extra details worth 
mentioning.   First, the face planks will be paint-
ed red to match the bulwarks.  See the photo
above for details.  The edge plank will also have
a notch cut out of it.  The plans show the forward
hatch set into the edge plank.  The 1/8” wide
plank should be notched as shown in the same
photo.  The width of this notch was 1/16” (or half
the overall width of the edge plank).  

Edge plank stained. Note that it is
notched for the hatch coaming.

Face planks painted red.

In addition to these details, the deck planking
was laid down in staggered lengths.  Use the
same technique we used to establish the butt
joints for the hull planking.  Score each plank
befor you glue the next one into position.  The
placements of the joints are clearly shown in the
photo above (right).  I also drilled the holes for
the trunnels before moving ahead to plank the
deck at mid ship.   It helps break up these 
mundane tasks into smaller ones that are more 
tolerable.  Each deck was sanded, trunneled and
stained before I moved on to the next one.  I
painted all the hatches black at this time.  When
we place the gratings over these areas, the black


