
Some of you might be wondering why I didn’t
plank the entire model.  If you wanted to do this
it would have been just fine.  There are truly no
limits to how far you can “bash” a kit.  I just  keep
reminding myself, “if I was going to modify this kit
to such an extent, I might as well have built the
model from scratch”.   So I back off just a little
bit.  The results are still leaps and bounds better
than a model straight out of the box.  I don’t want
any of you to hold back if you see something that
you absolutely must modify.  The beauty of this
hobby is that there are no set guidelines.  

I also prefer the bottom of the hull be smooth
when finished.  It creates a nice contrast with the
texture of the planking above it.   Once painted,
the bottom of the hull really shows the lovely
shape of this schooner.  This is my own personal
preference but I hope you will agree. 

With that said, I will turn to the art of trunnel
making.  Instead of making wooden trunnels, I
chose to use a different technique.  After the hull
was planked, I drilled a series of holes for the
trunnels.  You can see the locations in the photo
below.  Then I filled the holes with some Elmer’s
wood filler.  I thinned the wood filler (which is
water-based) down with some water.  Then I
smeared it into each trunnel hole with my fingers.
When the filler was dry, I sanded the sides of the
hull.  The effect is quite good, and I believe on
par with the time-consuming method of produc-
ing wooden trunnels.  If ever there was a project
to try this technique, the Sultana kit is the perfect
choice.  The counter was also planked and trun-
neled.  See the photo above.  I sanded the hull
smooth and stained it.  I used MinWax Golden

Oak stain.  I prefer the golden hue over other
colors.  I hope you will agree that all of the hull
carving was worth it.  The model will look much
better this way.  It has a much richer look.  I
wouldn’t have been satisfied after painting the
hull with some yellow ochre acrylic paint.   

I did paint the hull below the planking.  It was
painted white.  The white paint simulates the tal-
low that was used to protect the wood below the
waterline.  This was the first of what will end up
being many, many coats of paint.  I will sand the 
bottom of the hull with sandpaper between each
coat.  If the white is too stark for your tastes,
then stain can be applied over it and buffed off.
This reduces the brightness of the white paint.
When painting the bottom of the hull be sure to
thin the paint before you use it.  When the paint
is too thick it leaves heavy brush strokes.
Sanding between coats will help prevent this.



Keel, Stem and Sternpost...

The stem will be added first.  The measurements
and shape of the stem can be traced from the
blueprints.  The tracing should be transferred to a
piece of wood that is large enough to fit its shape.
The wood should be 4mm thick.  I am using the
basswood strips that came supplied with the kit.
Three pieces of this strip were glued together so I
would have enough surface area to work with.
See the photo above (left).  The stem was cut out
with a sharp #11 Xacto blade.   A scroll saw could
also be used for this and would probably cut your
working time down significantly.  The stem was
test fit on the hull and adjustments were made
with some sandpaper.  When I was satisfied with
how the stem fit, it was tapered to 3mm thick on
its outside edge.  This feature is shown on the
plans.  In my opinion the taper shown on the
plans is to severe.  The taper I gave the stem
was less pronounced.

Before I glued it onto the hull, the slot for the
bowsprit gammoning was drilled through it.  It
was much easier to do this while the stem was
off the model.  The hole for the bobstay was also
drilled at this time.

After gluing it to the hull, the keel was cut to
length from a piece of 4mm x 4mm basswood
strip supplied with the kit.  Then the sternpost
was shaped and added after the keel was glued
onto the model.  The sternpost needed to be cut
from a larger piece of wood (still 4mm thick)
because it is wider at its base than it is near the
counter.  

When all of the pieces were glued permanently
to the hull, they were sanded smooth.  The bot-
tom of the hull was also sanded again.  It was all
painted white.  Several more thin coats of white
acrylic paint were used.  When I was happy with
that finish, the topsides were also resanded and
restained.  See the photo below.


